CHRISTMAS SERVICE

OF LESSONS AND CAROLS

Our Christmas service calls together representatives from all members of our community who are an integral part of all that happens here on a day‑to‑day basis and who play a vital part in bringing God's Blessing to Rocmaura. They will light the five candles of the Advent wreath, each representing one of God's Christmas blessings to us.

CAROL: HARK! THE HERALD ANGELS SING - #323

THE BLESSINGS:

In all the millions upon millions of words spoken during the long human story, we must stop and pay special attention to one particular Word.

At one moment in time, God spoke to us in a particular way. His Word to us was a person. His name was Jesus. John the Apostle put it this way: In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, full of grace and truth."

Now let us listen to,


 as (s)he shares with us the beginning of the story of the Birth 

of Christ.

	In those days, a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galileo to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child.


When God spoke to us in Jesus of Nazareth, other words became flesh as well. For God spoke to us of hope, of grace, of love, of peace and of life.

It is these "words made flesh" that I invite you now to celebrate and affirm this Christmas.

THE FIRST WORD ‑ HOPE: 

The first candle represents HOPE.



, will represent our sponsors and our Administration ‑ the creative minds that enable the community to live out its mission.

CAROL: THE FIRST NOEL - #344

	While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her first born son and wrapped him in bands of cloth and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the Inn.
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THE SECOND WORD ‑ GRACE:

     The second candle represents GRACE. 

will represent all the staff who are the hands of our community who care for our residents, their families and friends, as well as for each other.

CAROL:
WHAT CHILD IS THIS - #338

	In that region, there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see ‑ I am bringing you good news of great joy for the people; to you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be the sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger."


THE THIRD WORD ‑ LOVE: The third candle represents LOVE. 


will represent the members of our community who are here, not as employees, but as volunteers and come here out of love and concern for our residents.

CAROL: 0 COME, ALL YE FAITHFUL - #329A

	And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, "Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those who he favours!"
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THE FOURTH WORD ‑ PEACE: 

The fourth candle represents PEACE. 


will represent the members of the Spiritual and Religious Care Team and all staff who care for the Spiritual needs of all who enter Rocmaura Nursing Home.



CAROL: SILENT NIGHT - #332

	When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, "Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us." So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger; once they saw, they understood what had been told them concerning this child. All who heard of it were astonished at the report given them by the shepherds.

Mary treasured all these things and reflected on them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, in accord with what had been told them.


THE FIFTH WORD – LIFE.

The fifth candle represents LIFE. 

 

will represent our residents, who are the focus and centre of our Mission.



CAROL: JOY TO THE WORLD - #328

FINAL BLESSING:

May the HOPE of Christmas conquer despair;

May the GRACE of Christmas affirm our worth;

May the PEACE of Christmas still the confusion within us;

May the LOVE of Christmas warm our hearts;

May the LIFE of Christmas be our joy forever;

This we ask for each other in the name Our Lord, Jesus Christ.


Amen

