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 Remembering Sister Rosemarie Kugel, RHSJ  

A mission champion who always led from the heart 

 

Sister Rosemarie Kugel died peacefully at the Sisters of Providence Motherhouse, Kingston, 

Ontario on November 10, 2020 after 64 years of Religious Life.  Born in Argonne, Wisconsin 

Rosemarie entered the Religious Hospitallers on February 12, 1954, then making final          

profession at the RHSJ Motherhouse in Montreal on February 22, 1959.  

Sister spent her career in the health care field and in congregation administrative positions.  In 

1981 she was appointed Provincial Superior of St. Joseph Province which consisted of 10 Local 

RHSJ communities throughout Canada the U.S. and the Dominican Republic, as well as the    

Sisters at the Formation Centre in Arnprior, ON.   

In 1989 Sister Kugel became the President of the RHSJ Health System which consisted of overseeing the operations 

of 20 facilities in Canada and the US.  In this leadership role she worked to ensure that RHSJ-run hospitals and     

programs across North America remained rooted in the values of justice, compassion and respect for the dignity of 

others, especially people who are needy, sick and vulnerable.  

This was a particularly trying time for healthcare in Canada. During the 1990s hospital restructuring impacted RHSJ 
institutions in New Brunswick and Ontario and Sister Kugel was very active in ensuring the healing mission of the 
RHSJs continued. She was particularly active in the opposition to the recommendation to close (Continued on page 2)

Dr. France Desrosiers, a physician and a     
senior executive, has been named chief      
executive officer of Vitalité Health Network, 
one of the two health networks in New 
Brunswick. 
“Dr. Desrosiers knows our health-care system 

first-hand and her experience as a physician and executive 
leadership member will be definite assets for Vitalité 
Health Network and our province,” said Health Minister 
Dorothy Shephard.  Desrosiers replaces Gilles Lanteigne 
who recently retired from the position. 
A family physician, Desrosiers has held management       
positions within the Vitalité Health Network for 19 years, 
including most recently as vice-president of medical       
services, training and research.  
Catholic Health International welcomes Dr. Desrosiers and 
looks forward to continuing to work closely with her and 
the team at Vitalité Health Network. 

Catholic Health International is committed to perpetuating the healing ministry of Jesus in the spirit of the founding Sisters 

New CEO of Vitalité                        

Health Network named 
Advent is the beginning of the Church's liturgical year 
and our season of preparation for the celebration of 
Christmas. Advent prepares us to celebrate the          
anniversary of the Lord's birth on Christmas as we   
consider the mystery of the incarnation. In 2020, it   
begins on Sunday, November 29th.  A series of daily 
reflections are available at www.chausa.org/advent-
2020 to help you celebrate the season. 

Daily Advent Reflections 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Important Dates and Events 
 

 Hôtel-Dieu Grace Healthcare Foundation hosts Virtual Comedy Show 

 

Remembering Sister Rosemarie Kugel  

Leadership Formation Program (English) – Module 2: 
May 25th-28th, 2021 

Montreal, Quebec – pending COVID-19.   

This program already has all students registered. 

 

Leadership Formation Program (French) – Module 1: 
June 15th-18th, 2021 

Tracadie, New Brunswick – Accepting registrations for 
new students on the CHI website.  Space is limited. 

 

Accepting applications for Fall 2021 from new        
students in the next English program on the CHI  
website. 

The Virtual Comedy Show is a stand-up comedy event inspired by our previous successful in-person fundraisers. 
Once again, this show brings together colleagues and peers within the Windsor-Essex area who support the two 
charities receiving the proceeds.  The show features             
professional comedian and show headliner, Derrick Tennant. 
An internationally known comedian, speaker, and closet      
magician, Derrick travels the world sharing the story of how he 
overcame overwhelming obstacles to become the leader is he 
today. 
Best of all, the funds raised at the show will go to support the 
Beyond Disability Rehabilitation Network and Hôtel-Dieu 
Grace Healthcare. So mark your calendars for Monday,          
January 18, 2021 and log on for an entertaining show that is 
sure to brighten your day.  

 
CHI Board Meeting Dates via Zoom: 

December 9, 2020 

January 20, 2021 

Corporate Meeting – February 17, 2021 

Corporate Meeting – March 10, 2021 

April 14, 2021 

June 2-3, 2021 – Annual Corporate meeting 

June 17-18, 2020 – CHP Annual  
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(Continued from page 1) Hotel Dieu Hospital, Kingston, 

and she was the public face of the RHSJs during the “Save 

the Dieu” campaign.   

In 2008, after nearly twenty years at the helm of the RHSJ 

Health System, Sister Kugel saw the responsibility for the 

health facilities transfer to Catholic Health International of 

which the RHSJs are a full partner. Sister remained active 

for a time as Corporate Member and/or Board Member in 

some of the health care facilities. 

Sister Kugel was deeply respected for her warmth, tenacity 

and dedication to the Catholic health ministry.  She fully 

modelled the mission of making visible the compassionate 

healing presence of God to all persons, whether vulnerable 

patients or anxious families or homeless, hungry and      

disadvantaged people in the community.  She never lost 

the opportunity—even in the most challenging                

circumstances—to remind all of their role in actively living 

the mission.  Towards that end, 

she once encouragingly noted 

that “God doesn’t choose the 

qualified.  He qualifies those He 

chooses.”  

As we remember Sister Kugel 

and celebrate the gift of her 

life, may each of us take a  moment to honour her legacy 

by reaching out with loving compassion to someone in our 

midst.   Thank you to all who contributed to this article. 

Catholic Health International is committed to perpetuating the healing ministry of Jesus in the spirit of the founding Sisters 
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